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Vemon A. Williams, Secretary FER _2 5 2002
Surface Transportation Board Part of
1925 K Street, N.W., Room 700 Public Recor-

Washington, D.C. 20423

Re: Union Pacific Abandonment, Boone and Dallas Counties in Iowa
Docket # AB-33 (Sub-187X)

Dear Secretary Williams:

On January 13, 2003, the Surface Transportation Board (STB) exempted the
abandonment by Union Pacific Railroad (UP) of the line between Slater and Woodward
i Boone and Dallas counties in Jowa subject to certain conditions. One condition was
that UP “...leave intact all of the right-of-way including tracks, ties and signal
equipment...” The Iowa Department of Transportation requests the STB to modify its
order to allow the removal of tracks and ties at rail/highway at-grade crossings under
the condition that if rail traffic of any type retumns to this line through negotiations for
public use or through the provision of an offer of financial assistance, the highway
agency will restore the crossing for rail use.

The line from Woodward to Slater has two primary highway-rail crossings, at Iowa
Highway 210 east of Madrid and Jowa Highway 17 in Madrid, that are currently in need
of surface repair and improvement to ensure safety and ride smoothness for highway
users. There are nine other rail-highway crossings along the line under the jurisdiction
of county and municipal governments. Improvement or removal of these crossings has
been impacted pending the outcome of the abandonment process and negotiations
between the railroad and interested parties for interim trail or public use.

Under similar abandonment proceedings, the STB typically allows a railroad to remove
track and ties but leave in place bridges, trestles and structures while negotiations take
place for interim trail use. However, in this proceeding, a Commenter representing
various trails and public use interests requested that track and ties remain in place for
potential rail use, and STB granted the request.

Interested parties were given 180 days from the date of the order to negotiate with the
railroad for the acquisition of the line for public use. Our experience in Iowa indicates
the negotiations take longer than 180 days, and extensions of the 180-day period are
usually granted by the STB, if agreed to by the parties involved. Some negotiations
have been on-going for more than two years with extensions granted regularly. We
expect a similar process for this proceeding.
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Because the process may take some time, there is uncertainty as to the type of
improvement and repair to be made to the crossings. If the outcome of the negotiations
is to keep the tracks in place for some type of rail use, then the improvement would be
to repair the crossing. If the outcome of the negotiations is not for continued rail use,

* then the improvement would be to remove the crossing. In either case, the crossing
needs to have treatment now without waiting for the outcome of the negotiations.

I request the STB modify its previous order and allow highway agencies (the Iowa
Department of Transportation, the Boone and Dallas county highway departments and
municipal highway agents), to remove the tracks, ties and otherwise make surface
improvements at the crossings, with the stipulation that the rail crossing will be restored
by the highway agency if the negotiations between the UP and interested parties result
in the continuation or restoration of some type of rail service. Removal of the tracks
and ties through the crossings would be done at the discretion of the highway agency in
cooperation and agreement with the UP.

With this [etter, I certify that notice was provided to the attached list by first class mail.

Sincerely, g

Mark F. Wandro
Director

MFW:et

Enclosure

poe: Niblna /Byl M ey
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‘Certiﬁcate of Service
The above letter has been served upon the following on February 21, 2003, via first class mail.

Union Pacific Railroad Company

Mack Schumate, Senior General Attormey
101 North Wacker Drive, Suite 1920
Chicago, Illinois 60606

Pat Regan, Mayor

City of Madrid

304 S. Water Street
Madrid, Iowa 50156-1334

Martha Herman, Mayor

City of Woodward

P.0.Box 517

Woodward, Iowa 50276-0517

David Anthoney

Boone County Engineer
201 State Street

Boone, lowa 50036

Boone County Conservation Board
201 State Street
Boone, Jowa 50036

James George

Dallas County Engineer
415 Ruver Street

Adel, Towa 50003

Dallas County Conservation Board
1477 K Avenue
Perry, Iowa 50220

Tom Neenan, Executive Director
Iowa Trails Council

P.O.Box 131

Center Point, Jowa 52213

Towa Natural Heritage Foundation
444 Insurance Building

505 5™ Avenue

Des Moines, Iowa 50309-2321
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